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Health  Department, 

52a,  Laps tone  Road, 
Milled. 

June,  1954. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Rural  District  Council  of  Milled. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1953.  The 
statistics  as  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  will  be 
found,  as  usual,  in  the  various  sections  of  the  Report. 

They  are  again  highly  satisfactory. 

The  Birth  Rate  was  16,7  (England  and  Wales  15.5). 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  was  10.7  (England  and  Wales  11.4). 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  was  20.7  (England  and 
Wales  26.8) • 

The  Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis  was  0.28  (England  and 
"Wales  0.20). 

The  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  again  visited 
Millom  in  July,  but  the  number  of  notifications  following 
the  visit  did  not  rise  so  much  as  in  the  previous  year. 

The  need  for  segregating  infants  and  young  children  from  open 
cases  of  tuberculosis  was  re-emphasised  during  the  year  by 
the  death  at  five  months  of  one  infant  from  abdominal 
tuberculosis.  There  was  no  contact  among  the  near  relatives, 
and  infection  is  considered  to  have  come  from  some  passing 
exposure  to  infection. 

Infectious  disease  has  been  less  prevalent  than  in  1952 
-  184  notifications  (211  in  1952).  The  epidemic  of  measles, 
which  started  in  1952,  continued  in  1953  and  accounted  for  88 
of  these.  This  was  followed  by  an  epidemic  of  wh ooping 
cough,  which  started  in  Bootle  at  the  end  of  May.  After  one 
case  in  that  month,  there  were  some  60  cases  during  June  and 
July.  The  epidemic  was  confined  to  Bootle,  apart  from  a  few 
cases  in  Ravenglass,  Holmrook  and  Drigg,  and  one  or  two  from 
Whitbeck,  Millom  and  The  Hill.  Chloromycetin  was  used 
promptly  for  the  youngest  patients,  and  was  most  successful, 
for  there  were  no  deaths  and  very  little  in  the  way  of  after 
effects • 


3 


The  Port  of  Millom  has  increased  in  activity  and  the 
amount  of  tonnage  entering  the  district  was  30,883  tons, 
against  15,383  tons  in  1952.  Some  improvements  in  crew’s 
quarters  were  undertaken  in  one  instance  following  a  request 
that  these  should  be  made,  but  the  need  for  inspecting  the 
older  boats  still  remains. 

Water  supplies  have  received  attention  during  the  year. 

One  private  supply  (Kirksanton)  was  found,  on  several 
occasions,  to  be  unsatisfactory.  It  has  now  been  piped  all 
the  way  from  its  source  to  the  storage  tanks,  but  still  shows 
evidence  of  pollution.  The  Eskdale  scheme  would  have  been 
completed  but  for  the  excessively  high  level  of  water  in  the 
beck,  which  prevented  the  intake  works  being  finished.  The 
need  for  a  better  supply  in  the  San ton  area  has  been  raised, 
as  well  as  at  Broad  Oak,  and  Waberthwaite  still  urgently 
requires  a  safe  supply.  The  Works  Sub  Committee  is,  therefore, 
investigating  the  position  for  the  whole  of  the  Northern  Area* 

No  new  sewerage  works  of  any  magnitude  have  been  under¬ 
taken  this  year,  and  the  pipes  at  Bootle  are  still  waiting  for 
the  land  to  become  de -waterlogged  before  they  can  be  laid. 

Some  small  conversions  to  septic  tank  drainage  have  been  made. 
All  workmen  who  may  be  called  on  to  work  in  sewers  have  been 
issued  with  instructions  about  Weil’s  disease,  a  serious  form 
of  jaundice  to  which  sewer  men,  along  with  fishmongers,  are 
particularly  liable.  The  infecting  agent  is  carried  and 
excreted  by  rats.  These  workmen  have  been  advised  on  the 
protective  measures  they  should  take  to  prevent  the  disease, 
and  also  of  its  early  symptoms,  so  that  they  may  seek  treatment 
early* 


Housing  has  made  great  strides  during  1953.  Some  89 
new  houses  have  been  completed,  and  works  started  to  make  some 
substandard  property  in  Earl  Street  and  Q,ueen  Street  habitable 
for  a  few  more  years.  New  government  papers  are  emphasising 
the  need  for  this  latter  type  of  work  to  make  conditions 
bearable  in  instances  where  no  new  house  can  be  provided  in 
the  near  future.  One  large  unsafe  building  in  Q,ueen  Street 
has  been  demolished,  and  a  clearance  order  made  for  dealing 
with  Tarnhead.  This  property  has  continued  to  deteriorate 
and  is  now  considered  to  be  injurious  to  health,  and  unable 
to  be  made  habitable  at  a  reasonable  cost.  The  road  to 


, 


. 


. 


* 
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Tarnhead  has  continued  to  be  a  major  problem,  as  it  is 
flooded  in  all  wet  weather. 

I  am  grateful  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Council  for  their  help  during  the  year. 

My  thanks  are  also  given  to  all  members  of  the  staff 
for  their  willing  cooperation  and  support. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

3. A.  PSRROTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


o 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  TEE  AREA. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS* 


Area  of  District  in  acres  90,911 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of 

resident  population  14,370 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

according  to  Rate  Books  4,238 

Rateable  Value  £70,121 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  £255.17,5 


Full  employment  was  experienced  in  the  Millom  area 
until  4th  December,  1953,  when  the  factory  of  Kenverne 
Limited,  Clothing  Manufacturers ,  closed  down.  Through 
this  47  women  and  4  girls,  mainly  clothing  machinists, 
became  redundant.  About  half  of  the  women  were  married, 
and  many  of  these  did  not  seek  other  employment.  It  was 
impossible  to  place  the  others  satisfactorily  before  the 
end  of  the  year. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 


BIRTHS: - 


Male  Female 


Live  Births  -  Legitimate 

- 1 - it  i  i  i  r  i  i  -  .  i  • 

Illegitimate 


110  123 

5  3 


Total 


115  126 


Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  population  ...  16.7 

Still  Births  -  Legit imate  ...  3 

Illegitimate  ... 

Rate  per  1000  total  births  ...  12.3 

DEATHS: - 

Deaths  (all  ages)  ...  80  74 

Death  Rate  per  1000  of  population  ...  10.7 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  other  maternal  causes  ...  Nil 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: - 


All  infants  per  1000  live  births  ...  20.7 


Legitimate  infants  per  1000 

legitimate  live  births  ...  21.4 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000 

illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from: - 

Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  31 

Measles  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 

Whooping  Cough  .  . .  Nil 


Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


Total 

233 

8 

241 


3 


154 


•  •  • 


Nil 


Table  showing  the  Vital  Statistics  for  England  and  Wales  as 
a  whole  and  certain  Groups  in  the  County  of  Cumberland. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  FOR  1953. 


All  causes. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

1 

3 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

1 

- 

1 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

Mi 

- 

- 

4. 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

- 

- 

- 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

1 

- 

1 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

8. 

Measles 

- 

- 

- 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

- 

- 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

4 

2 

6 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

5 

- 

5 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

5 

5 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 

5 

9 

14 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

- 

mm 

- 

16. 

Diabetes 

- 

1 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

13 

15 

28 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

17 

8 

25 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

1 

2 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

5 

14 

19 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

2 

5 

22. 

Influenza 

2 

- 

2 

23. 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

4 

24. 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

2 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

- 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

- 

- 

- 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

mm 

- 

- 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

- 

- 

- 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

- 

3 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

- 

- 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

mm 

mm 

- 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

11 

11 

22 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

- 

- 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

2 

- 

2 

35. 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

•• 

— 

— 

Totals 

80 

74 

154 

f 

—  - 
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Deaths  from  all  causes. 


Out  of  the  154  deaths  reported  for  the  year,  no  fewer 
than  110  fall  into  the  two  great  classes  of  malignant  disease 
(31),  and  disease  of  the  circulatory  system  (79).  Infection 
of  all  kinds,  including  tuberculosis,  only  accounts  for  13. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  'THE  AREA. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

These  were  provided,  as  in  previous  years,  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  at  the  Cumberland  Infirmary,  Carlisle, 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  I.  Steven  Faulds. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  him  for  his  ready  help. 

Ambulance  Facilities . 


The  ambulance  service  remained  the  responsibility  of  the 
Local  Health  Authority,  i.e.  the  County  Council,  with  the 
Millom  Ambulance  Committee  acting  locally  for  day  to  day 
admini s tra  t i on . 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  County  Council,  as  the  Local  Health  Authority,  was 
responsible  for  the  provision  of  all  the  following  services  - 
District  Nurses,  Midwives,  Health  Visitors  and  Home  Helps. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 


It  is  still  hoped  that  as  many  specialist  facilities 
as  possible  will  be  available  at  the  new  clinic  when  it  is 
opened,  to  prevent  unnecessary  travelling  to  Whitehaven  and 
Barrow. 


Clinics  are  held  at  80,  Lapstone  Road,  Millom,  as  follows: - 


School  Clinic. 
Diphtheria 
Immunisation. 
Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare. 
Chest . 

Dental. 

Orthopaedic • 

Child  Guidance. 


1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays. 

t?  ;;  t? 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays. 

+o 

II  ♦ I  II 

Every  Thursday. 

3rd  Mondays. 

1st  Fridays. 


9.30  -  IE  noon. 
2-3  p.m. 

9.30  -  IE  noon. 
2-4  p.m. 

10  -  12  noon. 
2-4  p.m. 

10  -  12  noon. 
2-4  p.m. 

1.30  -  4  p.m. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


The  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  deals  very 
fully  with  all  such  matters  and  will  be  found  at  the  end  of 
this  report. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  F.J.  Ellwood,  Waterworks  Manager, 
for  the  following  report. 

(1)  Ceneral  Report  on  Water  Supplies. 

Quality.  Quantity. 


Mi  Horn  Town  Supply 
(incl:  Whicham  and  Green) 

Bootle 

Northern  Area  -  Devoke 
Northern  Area  -  Wastwater 
Santon  Area  -  Ennerdale 


Very  good 
Good 

Fairly  good 
Very  good 
Very  good 


Good 

Fairly  good 
Fairly  good 
Good 

Fairly  good 


(2) 


Results  of  Bacteriological  Examinations. 


During  the  year  16  bacteriological  examinations  were 
made  of  public  supplies. 


No.  of 

No.  negative 

No.  positive 

c/o  negative 

samples 

in  100  ml. 

in  50  ml. 

in  100  ml. 

Millom 

3 

ry 

o 

_ 

100 

Bootle 

3 

3 

— 

100 

Devoke 

8 

3 

5 

37f 

Wastwater 

1 

1 

- 

100 

Ennerdale 

1 

1 

— 

100 

In  addition  13  bacteriological  examinations  were  made 
of  private  supplies. 


Results  of  Chemical  Analyses. 

During  the  year  3  chemical  analyses  were  made  and  were 
as  follows 

1.  ianthwaite  (raw) 

2.  Fellside  (treated) 

3.  Lanthwaite  (treated) 
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Part3  per  100,000 


No.l 

No. 2 

No. 3 

Chlorine  as  chlorides 

1.8000 

1.9000 

1.8500 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 

0.0400 

0.0148 

0.0202 

Ammonia 

0.0014 

0.0008 

0.0013 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0043 

0.0047 

0.0042 

Oxygen  Absorption 

0.0560 

0.0528 

0.0536 

Injurious  metals 

None 

None 

None 

Total  solids  dried 
at  100°  C. 

4.0000 

5.0000 

5.0000 

pH  value  of  sample 

6.3 

6.5 

6.7 

Temporary  Hardness 

0.2 

0.2 

0.2 

Permanent  Hardness 

1.0 

1.2 

1.6 

Colour  of  sample  on 

Hazen  Scale 

5 

4 

4 

Appearance  in  2  ft.  tube 

Not  quite 

Not  quite 

Not  quite 

Odour  when  heated  to  50°  0. 

bright 

bright 

bright 

None 

None 

None 

No.l .  Micros pop leal  Examination.  Small  deposit  from  half 

gallon,  consisting  of  earthy  matter,  vegetable  debris, 
fungus  growths  and  micro-organisms. 

Observations .  This  sample,  which  affords  no  evidence  of 
contamination  by  any  undesirable  drainage,  is  of  the 
highest  quality  for  an  untreated  water  intended  for 
domestic  purposes,  and,  although  the  microscopical 
examination  does  disclose  some  slight  amount  of  surface 
contamination,  it  is  of  no  significance  whatsoever. 

No. 2.  Microscopical  Examination.  Satisfactory. 

Observations.  The  sample  is  one  of  very  high  quality, 
when  judged  both  by  results  of  the  chemical  analysis,  the 
microscopical  examination  and  the  bacteriological  tests, 
and  it  is  of  satisfactory  quality  in  every  way  for  all 
domestic  purposes. 

No, 5 .  Microscopical  Examination.  Satisfactory. 

Observations .  The  sample  is  one  of  very  high  quality, 
when  judged  both  by  the  results  of  the  chemical  analysis, 
the  microscopical  examination  and  the  bacteriological 
tests,  and  it  is  of  satisfactory  quality  in  every  way  for 
all  domestic  purposes. 

-it  the  request  of  the  Medical  Officer  a  sample  of  water 
was  taken  from  Lanthwaite  Filter  Station  on  7th  September,  1953, 
when  the  analyst  reported  a  fluorine  content  in  parts  per  million 
of  0.05. 
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Particulars  of  Supplies, 

Supply, 

Mi  Horn  (Lanthwaite ) . 
Bootle  (Fellside) . 
Northern  Area  (Devoke). 


Parishes  supplied, 

Millom:  Mi  Horn  Without:  Whicham. 


Bootle:  Eskmeals# 

Drigg  and  Carle ton: 
Irton-with-Santon. 


Muncaster: 


Northern  Area  (Wastwater),  Seascale. 

Ennerdale  (Bulk  Supply),  Santon  Area# 

(3)  Report  on  Plumbo-solvency# 

Although  the  previous  chemical  analyses  of  tho  water  from 
the  various  supplies  throughout  tho  district,  with  the  exception 
of  Devoke  supply,  suggest  that  the  risk  of  plumbo*-solvency  is 
nogligible,  the  use  of  copper  instead  of  lead  piping  for  all 
cold  water  services  is  recommended# 


( 4 )  Action  in  respect  of  any  form  of  contamination. 

Only  one  case  of  gross  contamination  has  been  detected 
during  the  past  year#  Further  analyses  confirmed  initial 
suspicion  that  contamination  was  of  a  local  nature  probably 
attributable  to  external  soiling  of  the  water  fitting  (school 
bib-tap)  from  which  the  unsatisfactory  sample  was  obtained. 

As  in  other  cases  of  suspected  contamination,  the 
gathering  grounds  were  inspected  and  samples  taken  at  the  source 
to  ascertain  the  probable  cause. 

( 5 )  Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  the 
number  of  the  population  supplied  from  public  mains. 

(a)  Direct  to  tho  houses. 


Total  Supplied  direct  Not  supplied 


Popu¬ 

lation 

No.  of 

houses 

Popu¬ 

lation 

No.  of 

houses 

Popu¬ 

lation 

No.  of 
houses 

Millom 

9,803 

2,868 

9,143 

2,707 

660 

161 

Bootle 

938 

267 

887 

255 

51 

12 

Northern  Area 

3,692 

825 

2,041 

646 

651 

179 

Eskdale 

397 

121 

nil 

nil 

397 

121 

Waberthwaite 

380 

92 

nil 

nil 

380 

92 

Ulpha 

160 

64 

nil 

nil 

160 

64 

14,370 

4,237 

12,071 

3,608 

2,299 

629 

14 


(b)  By  means  of  standpipes  -  Nil. 
OBSERVATIONS. 


Mi I lorn  Supply. 

During  the  last  twelve  months  Lanthwaite  Filter  Station 
has  worked  satisfactorily. 

Baystone  Bank  Reservoir  maintained  a  high  level,  and  it 
was  never  necessary  to  resort  to  pumping  and  no  restrictions 
were  imposed  during  the  year. 

Bootle . 


This  supply  was  satisfactory  in  quality,  but  when  tho 
increased  consumption  by  the  Ministry  of  Supply,  P.  &  E.E.' 
Establishment,  Eskmeals,  coincided  with  milk  cooling  times, 
some  slight  shortage  of  water  was  experienced  on  certain  high 
levels  in  the  area. 

Northern  Area  (Revoke ) . 


This  supply  was  fairly  satisfactory  as  regards  quantity 
throughout  the  year,  but  the  quality,  as  in  the  past,  varied. 
It  was,  however,  on  the  whole  better  than  during  the  past  two 
57-ears  and  is  of  course  safeguarded  by  the  introduction  of 
chlorination.  The  pollution  was  proved  to  be  of  local  nature 
and  probably  due  to  contamination  from  an  external  source. 

Northern  Area  (Wastwater ) • 


This  supply  has  been  generally  satisfactory  during  the 
year.  Several  complaints  have  been  received  from  the  district, 
of  discolouration  of  water  and  variation  in  pressure.  The  cause 
of  this  is  thought  to  be  several  periods  of  intermittent  pumping 
at  Wastwater  pumphouse  as  a  result  of  variations  in  the  pumping 
rate  for  maintenance  and  repair  purposes. 


(Signed)  F.J.  ELLWOOD, 


Waterworks  Manager. 
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SCHOOLS* 


All  schools  wore  inspected  during  the  year,  and 
sanitary  defects  reported  to  Carlisle. 

Nutrition  of  School  Children. 


ttAM 

"B" 

t»c« 

Group  1 

101 

128 

12 

Group  2 

80 

116 

14 

Group  3 

95 

83 

10 

Percentage 

43.2$ 

51.2$ 

5.6$ 

The  figures  show  a  slight  decline  in  the  general 
condition  of  the  children,  and  this  was  the  impression 
gained  at  tho  medical  inspections.  Cost  of  living  does 
not  go  down,  and  this  is  reflected  in  tho  nutrition  of 
some. 

P rovision  of  School  Meals  and  Milk. 


With  the  exception  of  Irton,  all  schools  in  tho  area 
received  supplies  of  milk  under  the  Milk  in  Schools  scheme 
during  1953.  On  a  check  day  in  October,  1953,  it  was 
found  that  1,764  children  were  taking  milk. 

A  dining  centre  at  Eskdale  High  School  was  opened 
during  the  year,  dinners  being  sent  there  from  the  kitchen 
at  Seascale  School,  so  that  all  schools  in  the  area  are  now 
supplied  with  school  dinners.  On  a  check  day  it  was  found 
that  1,220  children  were  taking  meals. 

SHELL  EISH. 


The  Duddon  Estuary  Shell  Fish  Regulations,  1926,  are 
still  in  force,  and  it  is  recommended  that  they  remain  so. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE* 


Pneumonia. 


There  were  4  notified  cases  of  pneumonia  during  the 
year.  I  feel  certain  that  this  is  not  in  the  least  represent¬ 
ative  of  the  true  state  of  affairs. 

Meningococcal  Infection. 

This  occurred  in  a  Mongol,  and  the  mother  was  very  averse 
to  the  child  being  removed  to  hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever. 


There  were  7  cases  (11  in  1952),  and  of  these,  one  was 
removed  to  hospital. 

Whooping  Cough. 

The  epidemic  which  occurred  of  this  has  already  been 
referred  to. 

Measles . 


Some  88  cases  were  notified,  the  continuation  of  the 
1952  epidemic.  Two  were  sent  to  hospital. 

Erysipelas . 

There  were  4  cases  of  this,  less  than  half  the  cases  in 

1952. 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis. 

No  case  of  anterior  poliomyelitis  was  notified  in  the 

year. 

Smallpox. 


There  was  again  no  case  or  contact  of  this  disease. 
Diphtheria. 

No  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  during  1953.  Immunisation 
was  undertaken  in  the  clinics  and  schools,  some  197  children 
under  5  years,  and  65  from  5-14  years  receiving  primary 
inoculations,  and  553  reinforcement  doses. 


IS 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  cases  notified 
and  of  the  deaths  during  1953. 


New  cases 

Deaths 

-‘•ge 

Non- 

Non- 

Group 

Respiratory. 

respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

respiratory. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1 

1 

1 

1-5 

1 

— 

mm 

— 

5-15 

— 

i 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  -  25 

2 

1 

1 

- 

— 

— 

- 

25  -  35 

— 

1 

— 

1 

- 

- 

35  -  45 

2 

- 

_ 

- 

1 

— 

— 

- 

45  -  55 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

- 

— 

!  55  -  65 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

65  &  over 

2 

.......  .  .  . 

2 

- 

_ 

.  . . 

2 

— 

Total 

8 

5 

3 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

'  ' 

The  total  notifications  received  (16)  comDared  with  22 
for  1952. 

Deaths  were  5,  against  4  for  1952.  One  male  respiratory- 
death  was  not  due  to  tuberculosis. 

The  death  rate  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  for  this 
area  was  0.28  compared  with  0.20  per  1000  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the 
end  of  1953  was:- 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Respiratory  36  34  70 

Non-respiratory  8  12  20 

The  total  of  90  is  7  more  than  that  for  1952. 
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MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  TOUT. 
Non-tuberculous  conditions. 


Seven  cases  of  pneumoconiosis  were  discovered  in  men 
who  either  had  worked,  or  were  working,  in  iron  ore  mines* 

Tuberculosis. 


Throe  unsuspected  cases  of  active  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  found  during  the  survey.  In  contrast  there  were  24 
inactive  cases.  This  re-emphasises  the  fact  that  most  of 
those  who  contract  the  disease  deal  with  it  satisfactorily 
without  knowing  that  they  have  it. 
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SECTION  III  -  Character  of  shipping  and  trade  daring  the  year 

TABLE  C 


(Number  of  passengers  INWARDS 
Passenger  Traffic  (  NIL, 

(Number  of  passengers  OUTWARDS 


(Principal  IMPORTS  NIL. 

Cargo  Traffic  ( 

(Principal  EXPORTS  Pig  Iron,  Ingot  Moulds, 


Principal  Ports  from  which  Liverpool  (including  Garston) , 
Ships  arrive  Connahs  Quay,  Belfast,  Glasgow, 

Dublin,  Londonderry. 


SECTION  IV  -  Inland  barge  traffic 
There  is  no  inland  barge  traffic. 


SECTION  V  -  Water  Supply 

NO  CHANGE. 


SECTION  VI  -  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations.  1952, 

NO  CHANGE. 


SECTION  VII  -  Smallpox 

(1)  Smallpox  cases  would  be  sent  to  the  Fairhill  Isolation 
Hospital,  Penrith. 

(2)  The  Cumberland  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the 
ambulance  which  would  come  from  the  hospital  at  Penrith. 
The  ambulance  crew  have  all  been  vaccinated  and  the  matter 
is  kept  under  review. 
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(3)  Smallpox  consultants  available: - 

Dr.  R.W.  Farquhar,  Victoria  House,  Regent  Street,  Lancaster. 
Telephone:  Lancaster  4353  (office)*  Caton  194  (home). 

Dr.  J.  Beard,  8,  Carlton  Gardens,  Carlisle. 

Telephone:  Carlisle  2323. 

(4)  Facilities  for  laboratory  diagnosis  of  smallpox  are 
available  at  the  Cumberland  Pathological  Laboratory, 
Carlisle. 


SECTION  VIII  -  Venereal  Disease 

NO  CHANGE. 


SECTION  IX  -  Cases  of  notifiable  and  other  infectious  diseases 


on  ships 

TABLE  D 

Number  of  cases 

Number 

Category  Disease 

during  the  year 

of  ships 

Passengers  Crew 

concerned 

Cases  landed  from  ships  from 

foreign  ports 

NIL 

Cases  which  have  occurred  on 
ships  from  foreign  ports  but 
have  been  disposed  of  before 

arrival  NIL 


Cases  landed  from  other  ships 


NIL 


SECTION  X  -  Observations  on  the  occurrence  of  malaria  in  3hips 


There  were  no  cases  of  malaria. 
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SECTION  XI  -  Measures  taken  against  ships  infected  with  or 

suspected  for  plague 

There  were  no  ships  infected  with  or  suspected  for  plague* 


SECTION  XII  -  Measures  against  rodents  in  ships  from 

foreign  ports 

(1)  There  were  no  ships  from  foreign  ports,  but  all  such  ships 
would  be  inspected  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and/or 
the  Sanitary  Inspector* 

(2)  Bacteriological  or  pathological  examination  of  rodents 
would  be  carried  out  at  the  Cumberland  Pathological 
Laboratory,  Carlisle. 

(3)  Any  ship  requiring  deratting  would  bo  dealt  with  by  the 
Port  Health  Authority  of  Barrow-in-Furness,  which  is  the 
nearest  Approved  Port* 

(4)  As  no  food  is  imported  and  there  are  no  warehouses  at  the 
dock,  further  rat-proofing  of  ships  is  not  thought 
necessary* 


TABLE  E 

Rodents  destroyed  during  the  year  in  ships  from 

foreign  ports 


Category 


Number 


Black  rats 
Brown  rats 
Species  not  known 
Sent  for  examination 
Infected  with  plague 


) 

) 

> 

) 

)  NIL. 
) 

) 

) 

) 


.. 


•  • 

' 


■ 


■ 


. 


' 

. 

. 


■ 


'• 


. 


' 
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TABLE  F 

Deratting  Certificates  and  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  issued 
during  the  year  for  ships  from  foreign  ports 


No,  of  Deratting  Certificates  issued 


After  fumigation  with  After  After 
HCN  Other  fumigant  trapping  poisoning  Total 


Number  of  Total 
Deratting  Certif 
Exemption  icates 
Certif-  issued 
icates 
issued 


NIL 


SECTION  XIII  -  Inspection  of  ships  for  nuisances 

TABLE  G 


INSPECTIONS  AND 

NOTICES 

Nature  and  number 

Notices 

served 

Result  of 

of  Inspections 

Statutory  Notices 

Other  Notices 

serving  notices 

9 

(By  M.O.H.  or 
Sanitary 
Inspector) • 

mm 

3  letters 
requesting 
improvements 
and  repairs 
to  ships. 

2  replies 
received  stating 
that  the 
requests  have 
been  noted. 

SECTION  XIV  -  Public  Health  (Shell-fish)  Regulations 

1934  and  1948 

NO  CHANGE. 
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SECTION  XV  -  Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens 


NO  CHANGE. 


SECTION  ZVT  -  Miscellaneous 


NO  CHANGE . 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SURVEYOR  5c  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1953." 


To  Dr.  E.A.  Perrott, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Madam, 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  18th  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1953. 

Attention  has  again  been  given  throughout  the  year  to 
housing  accommodation,  with  particular  reference  to  the  keeping 
in  operation  of  a  reasonable  standard  of  maintenance  repair 
works.  By  ’reasonable  standard’  it  is  meant  to  imply  that 
every  consideration  has  been  given  to  the  financial  commitments 
of  the  owner,  and  the  living  conditions  of  the  occupier  of  the 
premises  which  have  had  to  be  dealt  with. 

It  still  continues  to  be  necessary  to  maintain  the  older 
types  of  houses  in  as  good  a  state  of  repair  as  possible,  and 
essential  works  only  have  been  insisted  upon.  Large  scale 
clearance  of  some  of  the  more  unfit  houses  is  not  at  the  moment 
practicable,  but  even  in  this  respect  a  scheme  of  priority 
should  be  prepared  in  readiness  for  the  time  when  the  opportunity 
presents  itself  for  such  action  to  be  taken. 

Having  made  reference  in  previous  Annual  Reports  to  the 
difficulties  which  are  encountered  in  having  even  minor  works 
of  repair  carried  out,  by  reason  of  the  expenditure  which  would 
be  incurred  and  which  could  not  be  recovered  by  the  low  rents 
which  are  in  operation  and  which  are  controlled  by  the  Rent 
Restrictions  Act,  it  is  now  noted  that  these  restrictions  are 
to  be  lifted  and  superseded  by  regulations  which  will  benefit 
not  only  the  owner,  but  also  the  tenant.  I  refer  to  the 
Housing  Repair  and  Rents  Bill.  It  is  too  early  yet  to  estimate 
the  success  of  the  proposals  intended,  but  from  the  information 
now  in  the  hands  of  Local  Authorities,  the  proposals  do  appear 
to  be  a  step  in  the  right  direction  and  should  eventually  ease 
the  burden  of  the  owner  and  at  the  same  time  improve  the 
conditions  of  the  tenant.  The  improvement  and  repair  of 
properties  as  covered  by  these  regulations  will  be  closely 
related  to  the  raising  of  the  rents.  All  this  new  legislation 
will  add  n ew  responsibilities  to  the  Health  Departments  of  Local 
Authorities,  and  before  any  reliable  estimate  of  the  housing 
repair  and  replacement  requirements  in  each  area  can  be  given  to 
the  Committee  concerned,  it  will  be  necessary  for  a  housing 
survey  to  be  made.  This  survey  w ould  appear  to  be  necessary  to 
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cover  the  following  categories  of  dwellings: - 

(1)  Those  houses  which  could  only  be  dealt  with  by  Clearance 
Areas*  which  would  involve  - 

(a)  Immediate  demolition  and  rehousing  of  the 
occupants,  or 

(b)  The  carrying  out  of  minor  repairs  to  prolong 
their  life  for  a  further  period. 

(2)  Those  houses  upon  which  demolition  orders  should  be  made 
which  would  include  - 

(a)  Houses  which  could  not  be  made  fit  at  reasonable 
cost,  and 

(b)  Houses  which,  if  taken  over  by  the  Local  Authority, 
could  be  made  reasonably  fit  for  a  further  period 
of  time. 

(3)  Houses  repairable  at  reasonable  cost. 

(4)  Houses  which  could  be  modernised  and  made  fit  by  modern 
standards  by  the  addition  of  such  amenities  as  bathroom, 
hot  and  cold  water  services,  etc. 

When  the  categories  of  houses  into  which  properties  will 
be  divided  under  the  new  Regulations  are  closely  examined, 
there  does  appear  to  be  a  gap  in  those  sections  which  are 
described  as  repair  and  demolition.  Houses  in  good  repair  and 
which  are  reasonably  fit  for  occupation  can  be  included  in  one 
group,  while  houses  which  cannot  be  reconditioned  at  reasonable 
cost  will  be  included  in  another.  The  third  group  appears  to 
be  what  can  be  called  T borderline  repairables ' ,  which  will 
chiefly  relate  to  properties  where  the  repair  increases  in  rent 
would  not  be  sufficient  inducement  to  any  owner  to  carry  out  the 
necessary  w ork.  Considered  fairly,  the  first  group  should 

present  no  problem,  and  those  in  the  second  group  could  be  taken 
over  by  the  Local  Authorities  and  reconditioned.  If  there  is 
a  large  number  of  the  borderline  repairables1,  however,  and  if 
the  appropriate  sections  of  the  existing  Housing  Act  are  not  put 
into  extensive  use,  continual  deterioration  of  the  properties 
will  naturally  be  the  result,  and  to  save  the  situation, 
increased  rents  for  such  deteriorating  properties  will  be  the 
only  solution.  There  is  no  doubt  that  in  the  operation  of  the 
new  legislation  arguments  may  arise  as  to  what  is  reasonable 
expense.  Officials  may  have  a  clear  view  on  the  fitness  of 
houses,  but  this  view  may  not  be  shared  by  the  Committee  to 
whom  the  report  is  given:  it  may  appear  therefore,  that  reason¬ 
able  expense  will  depend  on  the  financial  capacity  of  the  owner. 
There  is  the  additional  danger  that  if  the  repairs  expenditure 
is  too  high,  the  owner  may  not  have  the  required  capital,  and  it 
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and  it  is  well  known  that  if  the  Local  Authority  has  to  act 
and  do  the  works,  no  rent  increase  can  be  applied.  This,  on 
the  other  hand,  may  be  an  incentive  for  the  owner  carefully 
to  maintain  his  property  in  such  a  condition  as  not  to  lose 
any  increased  revenue. 

I  have  no  apology  to  make  for  this  complete  reference  to 
this  the  intended  new  legislation,  because  during  the  past  four 
or  five  years  I  have  been  faced  with  these  difficult  problems 
of  the  repair  and  maintenance  of  property  where  owners  have 
been  quite  willing  to  attend  to  the  works,  but  have  been  hand¬ 
icapped  by  their  inability,  financially,  to  meet  the  cost. 

I  for  one  will  welcome  any  improvement  on  the  present  Regulations. 
Without  capital  many  properties  can  soon  become  slums,  and  this 
is  what  the  Repairs  and  Rent  Regulations  are  seeking  to  avoid. 

That  the  repair  of  existing  houses  should  bo  brought  into  its 
proper  perspective  is  one  of  the  problems  of  housing,  and  Local 
Authorities  should  consider  this  as  one  of  urgent  importance. 

Any  Government  proposals  will  be  more  than  welcome  which  will 
give  an  incentive  to  the  owner  to  keep  in  step  with  the  mainten¬ 
ance  and  improvements  to  his  property,  and  at  the  same  time  give 
to  the  tenant  those  important  amenities  which  are  so  desirable 
for  decent  living,  and  what  a  difference  this  would  make  in  the 
’Houses  made  Fit’  column  of  this  Annual  Report. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1949. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  during  the  year  four 
applications  were  made  by  owners  under  this  Act  for  assistance 
in  modernising  and  carrying  out  improvements  to  dwelling  houses. 

Favourable  consideration  was  given  to  one  application 
which  was  subsequently  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  for  their 
approval.  Unfortunately,  however,  in  the  meantime  circumstances 
arose  which  prevented  this  from  proceeding  further. 

Another  application  was  favourably  received  and  will,  in 
all  probability,  be  given  final  approval  so  that  the  work  can 
be  put  in  hand. 

In  the  case  of  the  other  two  applications,  one  received 
preliminary  approval  by  the  Committee  but  the  owner  decided 
eventually  to  carry  out  the  works  herself  owing  to  the  urgent 
necessity  for  housing  accommodation,  and  the  other  was  also 
eventually  withdrawn  and  the  work  carried  out  by  the  owner. 

It  is  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  more  advantage  will 
be  taken  of  the  assistance  which  can  be  given  to  owners  under 
this  Act,  and  there  is  every  possibility  that  even  under  these 
Regulations  a  more  simplified  method  will  be  forthcoming  for 
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dealing  with  the  applications  received  so  that  approval  to 
these  can  be  expedited*  Local  Authorities  must  recognise  that 
houses  which  lack  modern  amenities  and  services  are  well  on  the 
way  to  permanent  unfitness.  It  is,  therefore,  very  necessary 
to  encourage  everyone  to  arrest  the  deterioration  of  such 
houses  by  timely  improvement  or  conversion. 

HOUSING  TENANCY. 


During  the  year  under  review,  122  applications  for  housing 
accommodation  have  been  made,  and  40  applications  were  withdrawn 
for  various  reasons.  The  withdrawals  include  some  who  have 
found  other  accommodation  or  removed  from  the  area. 

The  number  of  applicants  who  were  found  accommodation  or 
rehoused  by  the  Council  was  98. 

It  has  been  necessary  on  two  occasions  to  call  the  attention 
of  tenants  of  Council  Houses  to  the  conditions  which  were 
existing.  The  procedure  adopted  was  to  interview  personally 
those  tenants  wh o  neglected  and  abused  their  accommodation  in 
the  first  instance,  and  a  warning  was  given  of  the  action  which 
would  be  taken  if  the  conditions  set  out  in  the  Agreement  were 
not  complied  with.  Repeat  visits  resulted  in  an  improvement 
being  effected,  and  report  to  the  Committee  was  not  necessary. 

On  the  whole,  conditions  throughout  the  various  Council 
Housing  Estates  are  very  satisfactory. 

Daring  the  year  negotiations  were  commenced  by  the  Council 
for  the  purchase  of  3  houses  in  Earl  Street,  Millom,  and  4  houses 
in  Q,ueen  Street,  Millom.  The  transfer  of  the  houses  in  Earl 
Street  was  finally  completed,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  some 
works  of  repair  had  been  carried  out  at  several  of  these  houses, 
which  was  appreciated  by  the  occupiers.  There  will  probably 
always  be  a  demand  for  this  type  of  dwelling,  on  account  of  the 
low  rent  and  rateable  value.  Even  in  these  so  called  prosperous 
times  there  are  many  families  who  cannot  meet  the  financial 
commitments  of  a  new  Council  House,  and  on  some  applications 
received,  a  statement  is  made  that  a  low  rented  house  is  preferred. 

Six  tenants  of  8  Back-to-Back  Type  Cottages  in  Rottington 
Road,  Millom,  were  rehoused,  and  these  cottages  have  since  been 
demolished.  There  was  no  necessity  for  a  Demolition  Order  to  be 
made,  as  the  Council  had  purchased  the  property  for  a  nominal  sum 
and  were  naturally  only  too  pleased  to  have  it  demolished  as  soon 
as  possible. 


OVERCROWDING. 


The  continued  erection  of  new  houses  has  again  been 
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responsible  for  relieving  overcrov/ded  conditions.  Twenty-eight 
such  cases  have  been  satisfactorily  dealt  with,  wh ich.  involved 
188  persons.  The  number  of  houses  which  still  remained  over¬ 
crowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  9.  Further  details  under 
this  heading  will  bo  found  in  the  report. 

HOUSING  SCHEMES. 


Settle  Street,  Millom. 

A  contract  was  entered  into  for  the  erection  of  14  houses 
and  by  the  end  of  the  year  9  had  been  completed  and  were  occupied, 
and  the  remainder  were  in  an  advanced  stage  of  construction. 

Festival  Road,  Millom. 

Negotiations  were  put  in  hand  and  plans  drawn  up  for  the 
erection  of  3  blocks  of  Aged  Persons  Dwellings  in  Festival  Road, 
Millom.  However,  the  cost  of  the  scheme  was  too  prohibitive 
for  the  Council  to  charge  and  economical  rent  which  would  meet 
the  requirements  of  aged  persons.  A  further  scheme  was  put 
forward  for  the  erection  of  3  blocks  of  Flats  on  this  same  site. 
Negotiations  at  the  time  of  making  this  report  had  reached  an 
advanced  stage,  and  there  appears  to  be  every  possibility  of  this 
scheme  maturing.  These  flats  will  provide  for  the  following 
accommodation: - 

(1)  Living  room  (4)  Bathroom 

(2)  Kitchen-scullery  (5)  Larder 

(3)  2  bedrooms  (6)  Store 

Victoria  Street,  Millom. 

Negotiations  are  in  progress  for  the  erection  of  a  further 
4  three-bedroom  type  houses  on  this  site.  In  addition  to  these, 
a  scheme  is  being  put  forward  for  the  erection  of  further  houses 
on  the  site  adjoining. 

Settle  Street  and  Salthouse  Road,  Millom. 

Sixty- two  houses  have  been  completed  on  these  sites,  many 
of  which  have  now  been  tenanted. 

The  Green-  Agricultural  Houses. 

Work  on  the  erection  of  2  agricultural  houses  at  Bridge  End, 
The  Green,  has  been  completed  and  these  houses  are  now  occupied. 

Lady  Hall  Road.  The  Green. 


The  purchase  of  approximately  3,443  acres  of  land  has  been 
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completed,  the  layout  of  which  would  be  sufficient  for  approx¬ 
imately  34  houses.  This  scheme  unfortunately  has  been  held  up 
temporarily  awaiting  the  final  decision  on  the  number  of  houses 
required  in  this  area, 

Summerhill,  Bootle, 

The  land  adjoining  the  existing  houses  on  the  Summerhill 
Estate  at  Bootle  has  now  been  taken  over  by  the  Council, 

Layout  plan  has  been  prepared  for  the  erection  of  approximately 
30  Terrace  Type  Houses,  and  planning  approval  for  this  has 
already  been  received.  Negotiations  are  in  hand  with  the 
Contractor  for  the  erection  of  these  houses,  and  a  tender  for 
same  is  awaited, 

Waberthwaite  -  Agricultural  Houses, 

Arrangements  having  been  mads  for  the  provision  of  water 
and  sewerage  facilities,  work  on  the  erection  of  3  houses  on 
this  site  was  commenced  and  was  in  an  advanced  stage  of  completion 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Mountain  View,  Irton  -  Agricultural  Houses. 

The  erection  of  3  agricultural  houses  on  this  site  was 
commenced  and  completed  during  the  year. 

Santon  -  Agricultural  Houses. 

Possession  of  the  site  for  the  erection  of  3  agricultural 
houses  at  Santon  Village  was  obtained  and  the  erection  of  the 
houses  was  commenced  early  in  the  year.  These  houses  were  in 
an  advanced  stage  of  construction  at  the  time  of  making  this 
report. 

Seas cale , 

The  erection  of  10  houses  has  been  completed  on  the  site 
adjoining  the  Ministry  of  Supply  Estate,  and  all  the  houses  were 
occupied  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

CIVIL  BUILDING  REGULATIONS, 

Application  for  Licences  which  were  dealt  with  by  the 
Health  and  Housing  Committees  under  these  Regulations  total  10. 

The  value  of  Licences  issued  was  £36,635. 

There  is  every  possibility  that  these  Regulations  will 
cease  to  operate  in  the  near  future. 
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GENERAL  INSPECTIONS. 


Details  of  inspections  carried  out  daring  the  year  are 
as  follows: - 


Houses  -  Public  Health  Acts 

Houses  -  Housing  Acts 

New  Buildings  -  Inspections 

Complaints  investigated 

Boats  -  Port  Sanitary  Inspections 

Factories  Act 

Outworkers  Premises 

Infectious  Disease  Cases 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Rats  and  Mice  Acts 

Petroleum  Acts 

Shops  Acts 

Interviews  with  Owners,  etc. 
Revisits  to  Property  Under  Notice 
Bakehouses 
Fried  Fish  Shops 
Public  Abattoir 
Butchers1  Shops 
Ice  Cream  Premises 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
Milk  Samples  -  Graded 
n  tJ  Ungraded 

u  tT  Tuberculin  Tested 

s?  M  Pasteurised 

Houses  Disinfected 
Houses  Disinfested 
Cinemas  and  Public  Halls 
Licensed  Premises 
Sewage  Disposal  Works 
Cafes  ,  etc  • 

Water  Samples 
Sewage  Samples 
Schools 
Camping  Sites 
Miscellaneous 


759 

686 

396 

219 

2 

78 

2 

184 

23 

156 

82 

654 

799 

49 
31 

384 

77 

68 

173 

6 

2 

167 

50 

6 

22 

54 

66 

15 

3 

6 

51 
27 

183 


Informal  Notices  served  -  P.H.A.  120 
n  ”  "  H.A.  76 

Statutory  Notices  served  -  P.H.A.  10 
"  «  "  H.A.  3 


IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED. 


Dwelling  Houses. 

Repaired  or  made  fit  152 

Provided  with  Damp  Proof  Course  11 
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Hoofs  repaired  90 

Floors  repaired,  ventilated,  etc.  146 

Plastered  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  411 

Windows  repaired,  made  to  open,  etc.  112 

Sashcords  renewed  51 

Food  stores  provided,  repaired,  etc.  36 

Hard  rails  provided  to  stairs  14 

Stairs  provided  25 

Ventilation  provided  to  bedrooms  19 

Skirting  boards  provided  or  repaired  172 

Doors  repaired,  rehung  or  renewed  68 

Firegrates  repaired,  reset  or  renewed  82 

G-as  supply  7 

Electricity  supply  22 

Chimneys  or  chimney  stacks  repaired  39 

New  sinks  provided  and  fixed  44 

Sink  wastes  repaired  or  renewed  43 

Water  supply  provided  inside  houses  5 

Water  supply  repaired  or  renewed  33 

Hot  water  supply  24 

Wash  coppers  repaired  or  provided  21 

Copper  firesets  repaired  or  renewed  5 

Baths  provided/renewed  28 

Lavatory  basins  provided/renewed  27 

External  walls  pointed  10 

Ovens  repaired  or  renewed  26 

External  walls  cemented  10 

Laves  gutters  and  R.W.P.  renewed  57 

Dangerous  walls  repaired  23 

Yards  and  passages  paved  and  drained  12 

Yard  paving  repaired  50 

Drains,  'Water  Closets  and  Ashes  Accommodation. 
Obstructed  drains  cleansed  106 

Obstructed  W.C.s.  cleansed  110 

Yard  gullies  provided  and  connected  to  drains  50 

Vent  pipes  provided/renewed  22 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  41 

Drains  tested  31 

Inspection  chambers  provided  41 

Inspection  chamber  covers  renewed  8 

W.C.  basins  provided/renewed  50 

W.C.  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  54 

Septic  tanks  provided  8 

Closet  structures  repaired  41 

Ashpits  abolished  4 

Dustbins  provided  182 

Other  Nuisances. 

Smoke  1 

Rats  and  Mice  6 

Accumulation  of  refuse  3 

Animals  improperly  kept  2 


Summary  of  inspections  made  under  the  Housing  Act, 
together  with  the  results  of  such  inspections. 
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Total  686  76  3  409  127 


Summary  of  inspections  made  under  the  Public  Health  Act 
together  with  the  results  of  such  inspections. 
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Total  759  120  10  390  1S5 
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( 1 )  Inspections  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year* 
(l)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 


for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)*  1445 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose,  2244 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 
sub-head  (1)  above),  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Consolidated) 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932.  686 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose,  686 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation,  209 

( 2 )  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service 
of  Formal  Notice, 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 

fit  in  consequence  of  informal  actions  by 

the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers.  302 

( 3 )  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year, 

( a )  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Ac tT 1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs.  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  wore 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners.  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 
of  owners. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(l)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied. 


10 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners.  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 
of  owners. 

( c )  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1956. 

(l)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made.  1 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders.  1 

(d )  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act.  1956, 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made.  2 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  rooms  having 
been  rendered  fit.  1 

(4)  Housing  Act.  1956,  Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 


(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year.  9 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein.  12 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein.  64 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year.  23 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year.  28 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases.  188 


(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding. 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to 
overcrowding  conditions  upon  which  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it 
desirable  to  report. 

DISINFECTION. 

Requests  were  received  in  6  instances  for  fumigation  of 
premises  and  clothing  after  serious  illness. 
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DISINFESTATION . 


No  action  was  necessary  under  this  heading  during  the  year. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


The  work  in  this  Department  has  proceeded  throughout  the 
year  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  manner,  with  the  exception  that 
complaints  were  received  from  two  of  the  Rural  Parishes 
concerning  the  delay  in  the  collection  of  refuse.  This, 
unfortunately,  arose  during  some  of  the  holiday  periods,  but 
arrangements  have  now  been  made  whereby  this  delay  will  not 
arise  in  future. 

The  complaints  made  regarding  the  service  being  given 
implied  inefficiency,  and  in  fairness  to  both  the  ratepayers 
and  the  employees  concerned,  all  complaints  are  carefully 
investigated  and  rectified.  If  the  Council  employees  are  at 
fault,  and  if  some  deficiency  is  evident  on  the  part  of  the 
complainant,  this  is  looked  into  and  eventually  results  in 
co-operation  by  everyone.  I  would  add  that  if  any  ratepayer  is 
aggrieved  or  is  not  satisfied  with  any  service  he  expects  to 
receive,  it  is  in  his  own  interests  to  notify  the  official 
concerned  as  soon  as  possible  so  that  investigation  can  be  made 
and  improvement  effected.  Difficulty  has  been  experienced  at 
times  in  the  Department,  and  has  resulted  in  the  slowing  down 
of  the  collection  of  refuse,  but  this  has  been  caused  chiefly  by 
the  absence  of  employees  through  sickness  and  other  causes. 

Time  lost  by  employees  in  the  Department  on  account  of 
sickness  and  other  causes  for  the  years  1952  and  1953,  is  as 
follows:  - 

1952  1953 

Days  lost  168  832 

Amount  paid  in  Sick  Pay 

after  allowing  for 

National  Health  deductions  £45.9.11.  £139.1.11. 

The  cost  of  house  refuse  removal  for  1953,  was  as  follows 

Collection  and  disposal  per  ton  -  18/8j-d. 

Collection  and  disposal  per  ton 

per  1000  of  population  -  8/5 Jd. 
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Details  for  the  year  are  as  follows: - 


Bins . 

Pits 

Mi  Horn 

147,568 

56 

Mi  Horn  Without 

10,407 

902 

Seascale 

33,611 

1 

Drigg 

5,687 

3 

Irton-with-Santon 

4,562 

- 

Waberthwaite 

3,865 

3 

Bootle 

8,507 

2 

Muncaster 

5,330 

3 

Eskdale 

5,312 

8 

Whicham 

3,900 

20 

Ulpha 

1,667 

- 

230,416 

998 

Particulars  of  loads  of  refuse  removed  are  as  follows: 

Loads ,  Weight . 


Tons . 

Cwts. 

Karrier  1 

95 

195 

5 

Karrier  2 

416 

897 

10 

Dennis  1 

1002 

2654 

12 

Dennis  2 

557 

1359 

10 

Dennis  3 

394 

1023 

0 

2464 

6129 

17 

travelled  by  the 

various  vehicles 

during 

the  year  are 

as  follows: - 


Karrier  1 
Karrier  2 
Dennis  1 
Dennis  2 
Dennis  3 


661 

3,137 

5,251 

10,730 

4,177 

23,956 
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SALVAGE . 


The  collection  of  salvage  is  still  being  made  throughout 
the  area,  although  the  revenue  for  same  has  decreased  somewhat. 
I  consider  that  the  collection  of  all  materials  which  can  be 
disposal  of  should  still  bo  maintained. 

The  following  are  details  of  materials  collected  and 
disposed  of  during  tho  year:- 


1953  1952 

Tons .  Cwts .  Tons .  Cwts . 


Waste  Paper 

45 

3i 

63 

Newspapers 

7 

15£ 

- 

Cardboard 

2 

7 

_ 

Scrap  Iron 

Rags 

Motor  Tyres 

5 

ii 

2f 

6 

1-2 

15 

6h' 

Baled  Tins 

14 

3 

2 

62 

2 

73 

12i 

Total  Revenue 

£442.7.7. 

£667. 

1.10. 

INSPECTION 

AND 

SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD. 

There  are  no  changes  to  report  in  respect  of  the  Abattoir, 
Nelson  Street,  Millom.  The  premises  generally  have  been 
maintained  throughout  the  year  in  a  satisfactory  and  cleanly 
manner,  and  it  has  been  possible  to  inspect  all  carcases  which 
have  passed  through  the  Abattoir  prior  to  distribution  to  the 
various  retailers.  Ante-mortem  inspection  of  many  of  the 
animals,  including  casualties,  has  been  carried  out  before 
slaughter. 

Several  contacts  have  been  made  at  the  Abattoir  with  the 
Veterinary  Officers  of  the  Ministry  Department.  This  has  chiefly 
been  in  connection  with  the  emergency  slaughtering  of  cattle 
suspected  to  be  affected  with  Tuberculosis. 

Here  again  changes  are  anticipated  in  the  present 
slaughtering  arrangements  when  the  de-control  of  meat  takes 
place,  but  until  the  intention  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  is 
generally  known,  formulation  of  plans  for  such  arrangements 
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cannot  be  fully  discussed.  However,  it  does  appear  at  the 
moment  that  we  must  be  prepared  for  the  possible  re-opening  of 
some  of  the  private  slaughter  houses  in  the  area,  although  at 
the  time  when  those  slaughter  houses  were  temporarily  closed 
down,  it  was  felt  in  many  quarters  that  the  day  of  private 
slaughter  houses  had  come  to  an  end.  Maybe  this  re-opening 

will  only  be  for  a  probationary  period  until  the  conditions 
which  no  doubt  will  arise  when  de-control  comes  into  operation 
become  more  normal. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  inspections,  giving 
details  of  the  examination  of  the  carcases:- 


Particulars 

Cattle , 
excluding 
cows 

Cows 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Calves 

Number  killed 

413 

246 

2860 

558 

23 

Number  inspected 

413 

246 

2860 

558 

23 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

4 

2 

25 

1 

5 

112 

131 

144 

9 

1 

28.08ft 

54.06 ft 

5 . 90  ft 

1.79ft 

i 

26.08ft  | 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis  i 

5 

5 

"1 

1 

23 

52 

13 

<► 

6.77$ 

23 . 17ft 

2.32ft 

to 

• 

. 

. 
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Remarks  on  Meat  Condemned. 

( 1 )  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosi s . 


(a)  Whole  Carcases* 

4  Cattle 
2  Cow3 

25  Sheep 

1  Pig 

5  Calves. 

(b)  Portions  or  Organs  of  Carcases. 

242  Bovine  Livers 

2  Bovine  Heads 

3  Bovine  Hindquarters 
3  Portions  Beef 

3  Tripe  and  Heels 
140  Sheep  Livers 
3  Sheep  Heads 
2  Sheep  Plucks 

1  Portion  Mutton 
7  Pig  Plucks 

2  Portions  Pork 

1  Calf  Pluck  Weight  -  9159  lbs. 

(2)  Tuberculosis  only. 

(a)  Whole  Carcases. 

5  Cattle 
5  Cows 
1  Calf 

( b)  Portions  or  Organs  of  Carcases. 

72  Bovine  Langs 
21  Bovine  Heads 
5  Bovine  Livers 
1  Forequarter  Beef 

1  Q  pin1  TT.  a  p  r]  q 

1  Pig  Pluck  Weight  ~  7959  lbs. 

Tn.cwt .qr.stn.lb. 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  during  1953  -  7  12  1  1  12 

”  «  »  «  1952  6  1  0  1  9 


‘ 


■ 

-  . . 
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The  following  animals  entered  the  Slaughterhouse  as 
Casualties  during  1953:- 


23  Cattle,  32  Cows,  60  Sheep,  11  Pigs  and  8  Calves. 


Of  these,  6  Cattle,  3  Cows,  8  Sheep,  1  Pig  and  4  Calves 
required  total  condemnation. 

Of  all  Bovines  slaughtered: - 


1.51$?  required  total  condemnation  for  T.B. 

0.91$?  77  77  77  for  diseases  other 

than  T.B, 

12.89$?  were  affected  in  some  degree  with  T.B. 

37.78 c/o  77  77  77  t!  with  diseases  other  than 

T.B.  and  required 
condemnation. 

50.68$>  of  all  Bovines  were  affected  with  some  disease 

requiring  condemnation. 


Of  all  Sheep  slaughtered: - 

0.87$<?  required  total  condemnation  for  diseases  other 

than  T.B. 

5.907'-  were  affected  in  some  degree  with  diseases  other  than 

T.B.  and  required 
condemnation. 


Of  all  Pigs  slaughtered: - 

None  required  total  condemnation  for  T.B. 

0.17 $?  77  77  77  for  diseases  other 

than  T.B. 

2.32 °/o  were  affected  in  some  degree  with  T.B. 

1.79$<?  77  77  77  77  with  diseases  other 

than  T.B. 

4.1 2/u  of  all  Pigs  were  affected  with  diseases  requiring 

condemnation. 


Of  all  Calves  slaughtered: - 

4,34$?  required  total  condemnation  for  T.B. 

21.73$?  77  57  57  for  diseases  other 

than  T.B. 

26.08 $o  were  affected  in  some  degree  with  diseases  other  than 

T.B.  and  required 
condemnation. 

30.43$?  of  all  Calves  were  affected  with  diseases  requiring 

condemnation. 


. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1958. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  data  of  inspections  made,  visits 
to  premises  used  for  the  sale,  storage  or  preparation  of  food 
have  been  fairly  frequent.  The  standard  of  hygiene,  with  few 
exceptions,  has  been  well  maintained.  Whore  irregularities 
have  occurred,  these  have  been  pointed  out  to  the  defaulters 
and  immediately  rectified,  and  resort  to  any  further  action  has 
not  been  necessary. 

Discussions  with  various  organisations  and  the  Ministry 
have  been  taking  place  on  new  food  hygiene  proposals.  These 
proposals  which  are  being  formulated  will  be  included  in  what 
is  known  as  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Amendment)  Bill,  Draft 
proposals  of  these  new  Regulations  in  reference  to  hygiene 
principles  in  the  Food  Industry,  Catering  and  other  establish¬ 
ments,  are  aimed  chiefly  to  improve  still  further  the  present 
standards  of  such  premises,  including  the  personnel.  This 
now  legislation  should  be  of  assistance  to  Local  Authorities 
and  also  to  the  owners  and  personnel  connected  with  all  premises 
which  deal  with  food  commodities. 

From  the  details  here  submitted  of  the  foodstuffs  which 
have  been  dealt  with,  it  will  be  noted  that  the  weight  of 
tinned  food  condemned  was  again  in  high  proportion.  Most  of 
these  canned  meats  were  imports  from  the  Continent,  Causes  of 
unfitness  were  similar  in  every  instance.  Under  curing  or 
cooking,  bone  taint,  defective  tinplate  of  the  containers,  and 
putrefaction  caused  by  nail  holes  (which  probably  arise  from 
careless  packing)  were  some  of  the  causes  of  condemnation. 

Under  curing  and  cooking  seemed  to  be  a  very  predominant  cause 
of  condemnation. 

Details  of  the  foodstuffs  dealt  with  are  as  follows: - 


46  tins  Cherries 
28  tins  Plums 
15  tins  Oranges 
11  tins  Grapes 

1  tin  Raspberries 
15  tins  Pineapples 
21  tins  Prunes 

2  tins  Damsons 

15  tins  Greengages 
4  tins  Grapefruit 
31  tins  Peaches 
4  jars  Apricots 
1  tin  Pears 
4  tins  Apples 

3  tins  Apricot  Pulp 


6  tins  Carrots 
1  jar  Beetroot 
31  jars  Pickled  Cabbage 

1  tin  Vegetable  Soup 

2  tins  Meat  Soup 

16  tins  Stowed  Steak 

1  tin  Irish  Stow 
26  jars  Meat  Paste 
4  tins  Veal  and  Ham 

9  tins  Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

3  tins  Minced  Beef  Loaf 
3  tins  Pressed  Beef 

2  tins  Chicken 

188  lbs.  Cooked  Ham 

104  lbs.  Cooked  Shoulder  Ham 
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12  tins  Tomatoes 

3  tins  Tomato  Juice 
3  tins  Apricot  Jam 
52  tins  Evaporated  Milk 
2  tins  Full  Cream  Condensed  Milk 

(Sweetened) 

6  tins  Cream 

5  jars  Sandwich.  Spread 
26  tins  Peas 
175  lbs.  Pork  Sausage 
294  lbs.  Beef  Sausage 
53-jjr  lbs.  Bacon 

7  tins  Pilchards 
7  tins  Brisling 

13  tins  Sardines 
2  tins  Lobster 

2  tins  Salmon 


15  lbs.  Luncheon  Moat 

24  lbs.  Ox  Tongue 

6  lbs.  Luncheon  Tongue 

6  lbs.  Pig  Tongue 

29  lbs.  Chopped  Pork 

88  lbs.  Pork 

6  lbs.  Corned  Beef 

18  lbs.  Jellied  Yeal 

8  lbs.  Flour 

10  stone  Malt  Flour 

40  half-pound  pkts.  Biscuits 

5-J-  lbs.  Tea 

3  jars  Instant  Postum 

14  tins  Frozen  Egg 

52  Jellies 

2  cwt.  Potatoes 

12  lbs.  Hake 


The  following  are  details  of  samples  taken  in  the  Rural 
District  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  by  Officers  of 
the  County  Council,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  this  information. 


N imaber  of  Samples 

Genuine 

Unsatisfactory 

Milk 

Procured 

25 

21 

4 

Other  samples 

26 

25 

1 

51 

46 

5 

Particulars  of  Unsatisfactory  Samples. 

4  Milk  -  slightly  below  standard. 

1  Beef  Sausage  -  deficient  in  meat  content. 

Action  taken  on  Unsatisfactory  Samples. 

Further  samples  of  milk,  from  the  same  source  of  supply 
as  the  unsatisfactory  samples,  have  since  been  found  to  be 
genuine . 

A  butcher  was  prosecuted  in  respect  of  the  beef  sausage 
doficient  in  meat  content.  He  was  fined  £1  and  ordered  to 
pay  £2.2.0.  costs. 
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Samples  other  than  Milk. 

The  26  non-milk  samples  consisted  of:- 


Almond  Flavouring  1 
Beef  Sausages  5 
Bicarbonate  of  Soda  1 
Cheese  Savoury  1 
Coffee  Mixture  1 
Cooking  Fat  1 
Custard  Powder  1 
Dried  Peas  1 
Dried  Peel  1 
Flaked  Tapioca  1 
Fruit  Salts  1 


Indian  Brandee  1 
lam  1 
Jelly  Crystals  1 
Kooloze  1 
Liquid  Chocolate  1 
Pea  Soup  1 
Pickled  Beet-Root  1 
Rum  Spread  1 
Sponge  Mixture  1 
Sweet  Truffles  1 
Table  Creams  1 


MILK  REGULATIONS ,  1956-49. 

Routine  sampling  of  various  grades  of  milk,  including 
pasteurised,  produced  throughout  the  area,  has  been  carried  out. 
The  number  of  samples  taken  total  225. 


The  results  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  are  as 
follows: - 


For  Cleanliness , 


Ungraded 

Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory 

2 

Graded 

1  5 

Pasteurised 

41  9 

For  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

Ungraded 

125  negative 

Graded 

37  ” 

Pasteurised 

5  " 

Ungraded  and  graded  supplies  tested  for  T.B.  were  100^ 
satisfactory.  The  public  in  this  rural  area  can,  therefore, 
be  assured  that  with  such  a  good  percentage  report,  their 
interests  are  constantly  under  review,  which  is  confirmed  by 
the  number  of  samples  which  have  been  taken  for  this  purpose  only. 

It  is  interesting  to  record  that  practically  all  the  milk 
which  is  retailed  to  householders  in  the  area,  is  now  sold  in 
bottles.  This  method  has  greatly  increased  and  safeguarded  the 
consumer  from  any  possibility  of  contamination  of  this  commonly 
used  commodity.  The  premises  of  all  retailers  of  milk  aro 
frequently  inspected,  and  all  premises  are  provided  with 
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efficient  bottle  washing  machines,  which  ensures  that  thorough 
cleansing  of  all  bottles  is  carried  out  prior  to  redistribution. 

The  attention  of  householders  has  had  to  be  called  on 
many  occasions  to  the  use  of  these  milk  bottles  for  other 
purposes  than  that  for  which  they  have  been  provided,  and  this 
has  been  necessary  through  the  frequent  complaints, which  were 
received  by  the  department  from  the  dairymen,  of  the  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  the  bottles  when  collected,  many  of  which  have  had 
to  be  disposed  of  as  being  unfit  for  further  use. 

ICE  CREAM  PREMISES. 


Judging  by  the  number  of  applications  which  are  being 
received  for  the  registration  of  premises  for  the  sale  and 
storage  of  Ice  Cream,  it  appears  that  the  sale  of  this  commodity 
is  on  the  increase.  Most  of  the  applications  are  in  respect  to 
the  sale  of  prepacked  or  wrapped  Ice  Cream,  which  is  a  great 
improvement ,  from  a  hygienic  stand  point,  to  that  which  is  sold 
loose.  Ice  Cream,  like  milk,  can  so  easily  become  contaminated 
by  the  atmosphere  and  other  conditions,  including  insufficiently 
cleansed  utensils,  if  great  care  is  not  taken  in  the  process  of 
manufacture  or  the  selling  of  same.  This  method,  therefore, 
of  being  prepacked,  does  act  as  a  safeguard  against  possible 
contamination  which  might  materially  affect  both  the  manufacturer 
and  the  retailer.  One  hoars  so  much  of  food  poisoning  these 
days,  that  precautions  are  advisable. 

The  number  of  applications  on  the  Register  is  41,  and  68 
inspections  have  been  made  of  these  premises. 

LICENSED  PREMISES. 

Improved  hygiene  in  licensed  premises  has  again  figured 
very  prominently  in  the  department’s  activities  during  the  year, 
and  it  can  be  reported  that  several  have  now  been  provided  with 
improved  washing  and  sanitary  facilities,  and  similar  requests 
have  been  made  in  respect  to  other  premises. 

The  number  of  Licensed  Premises  in  the  area  totals  36, 
and  54  inspections  have  been  made. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 


Seven  Short  Hopper  W.Cs.  have  been  replaced  by  Pedestal 
Washdown  W.Cs.  This  included  the  reconstruction  of  the  existing 
drainage  in  every  instance. 

Seventeen  Earth  Closets  were  also  dispensed  with  and 
replaced  by  conversion  to  the  water  carriage  system. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL • 


Mj  Horn* 


The  existing  9”  sewer  at  Back  Settle  Street  was*  extended 
a  farther  53  yards  to  pick  up  the  drainage  from  the  new  Council 
Houses  in  course  of  erection  in  Settle  Street.  The  existing 
lamp  hole  was  replaced  by  a  new  manhole •  The  now  extension 
consisted  of  a  6f?  sewer. 

The  9ft  sewer  at  the  junction  of  Back  Newton  Street  and 
Lapstono  Road,  Millom,  was  extended  for  a  further  43  yards  to 
provide  sewage  facilities  for  the  new  Clinic  in  course  of 
erection  in  St.  George’s  Road,  Millom.  Two  new  manholes  were 
provided  on  this  new  extension. 

Blockage  occurred  on  the  main  trunk  sewer  of  King  Street, 
Millom.  This  was  caused  by  the  collapse  of  part  of  the  brickwork 
on  one  of  the  ventilation  shafts  connected  with  this  sewer. 

Repairs  were  carried  out  to  the  brickwork,  and  the  sewer  was 
cleared. 

Frequent  flushing  of  the  sewers  in  the  Newtown  district 
had  to  be  carried  out,  particularly  in  the  Devonshire  Road  and 
Borwick  Rails  areas.  This  was  due  to  the  flat  gradient  of 
these  sewers,  and  investigation  is  being  made  regarding  the 
possibility  of  providing  an  automatic  flushing  tank  on  the  line 
of  the  sewer  at  Borwick  Rails,  which  is  constantly  requiring 
attention. 

Damage  was  caused  to  the  breakwater  on  the  Foreshore  at 
Haverigg.  This  breakwater,  apart  from  affording  protection  to 
the  trunk  sewer  which  serves  the  west  side  of  Haverigg,  also 
serves  as  a  protection  to  the  bank  of  the  river  which  runs 
parallel  with  the  sewer.  Repairs  were  carried  out,  but  a 
further  extension  of  this  breakwater  is  very  necessary,  owing 
to  the  gradual  movement  of  the  sand  and  gravel  foundation  upon 
which  this  sewer  is  constructed.  Should  this  movement  continue, 
there  is  danger  of  the  sewer  being  extensively  damaged  and  causing 
a  dislocation  of  the  sewerage  arrangements  in  the  area.  A  scheme 
covering  the  essential  works  required  is  in  preparation. 

Bootle . 


Repairs  and  renewal  of  the  distribution  arms  on  the  filter 
bed  at  the  Disposal  Works  have  been  carried  out. 

Work  was  also  commenced  on  the  extension  of  the  effluent 
discharge  pipe,  but  this  work  had  to  be  temporarily  suspended 
owing  to  the  flooded  condition  of  the  area  through  which  the 


This  work  will  be  resumed  as 


new  extension  had  to  be  taken, 
soon  as  conditions  permit. 


Ravenglass . 


Repairs  have  had  to  be  carried  out  to  one  of  the  flushing 
tanks  on  the  new  sewers.  Otherwise  the  sewage  arrangements  in 
this  area  are  satisfactory. 

Seascale . 

Minor  repairs  had  to  be  carried  out  to  the  outfall  of  the 
main  sewer  which  was  damaged  by  storms. 

Eskdale . 


With  the  prospect  of  a  main  water  supply  becoming 
available  in  the  near  future  in  the  Parish  of  Eskdale,  inquiries 
have  already  been  made  by  several  owners  regarding  the 
conversion  of  the  present  sanitary  arrangements  of  many  of  the 
houses  to  the  water  carriage  system.  There  was  a  scheme  put 
forward  by  the  Consulting  Engineers  engaged  by  the  Council  for 
the  sewering  of  part  of  the  Parish  of  Eskdale,  which  was  to 
extend  from  Key  How  Cottages  through  Eskdale  Green  to  a  point 
just  beyond  Gate  House.  This  scheme,  however,  owing  to  the 
intervention  of  the  war,  was  not  proceeded  with.  Since  that 
time  several  of  the  properties  on  this  route  have  provided  their 
own  arrangements  by  the  installation  of  septic  tanks.  A  further 
report  on  the  sewage  facilities  for  this  parish  will  be  made  in 
the  near  future • 


Improvements  to  the  existing  sanitary  arrangements  of 
dwelling  houses  in  those  parts  of  the  rural  area  where  the 
facilities  of  a  public  sewer  are  not  available,  continue  to  be 
carried  out.  Details  of  such  improvements  which  have  been 
satisfactorily  completed  during  the  past  year,  are  as  follows 


Parish. 

Schemes . 

Houses  concerned 

(a)  Milled.  Without 

2 

2 

(b)  Ulpha 

2 

2 

(c)  Bootle 

1 

5 

(d)  Drigg 

1 

6 

(e)  Eskdale 

2 

2 

With  reference  to  Schemes  (c)  and  (d),  these  were  carried 
out  by  the  assistance  of  a  grant  from  the  Council.  The 
provision  of  such  schemes  in  these  isolated  areas  not  only  gives 
improved  amenities  to  the  occupiers  of  such  cottages,  but  also 
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effects  a  great  saving  to  the  Council  in  obviating  the  laying 
down  of  a  major  sewerage  scheme. 

SCHOOLS . 


Periodical  inspections  of  all  schools  in  the  area  have 
been  made,  particularly  in  reference  to  sanitary  arrangements 
and  conditions  appertaining  thereto. 

Improvements  are  pending  in  respect  to  the  conveniencies 
at  the  Lap stone  Road  and  Holborn  Hill  schools,  Millom,  and  I  am 
informed  that  these  works  may  be  commenced  at  an  early  date. 

Inspection  was  also  made  of  the  canteen  facilities  which 
are  now  available  at  the  various  schools,  and  these  were  found 
to  be  well  maintained,  and  the  arrangements  made  for  the 
cleanliness  both  of  the  kitchen  and  the  utensils  are  of  a  fairly 
high  standard.  The  supervisors  are  to  bo  complimented  on  the 
standard  which  has  been  set  up. 

Complaint  was  received  of  the  water  supply  at  Irton  School 
which  had  decreased  in  pressure  to  such  an  extent  that  flushing 
of  the  W.Cs.  and  the  use  of  water  for  other  purposes  was  becoming 
a  serious  problem.  This  being  a  private  supply,  contact  was 
made  with  the  persons  responsible  for  its  maintenance,  and 
temporary  works  of  repair  were  carried  out  which  have  improved 
the  supply.  Arrangements  are  being  made  to  improve  this  supply 
still  further  by  relaying  or  scraping  the  existing  main  supply 
line . 

Eskdale  High  and  Eskdale  Low  Schools. 

No  annual  report  would  bo  complete  without  some  mention 
being  made  of  the  above  two  schools. 

With  the  commencement  of  the  scheme  for  the  water  supply 
in  this  parish,  the  position  at  the  moment  for  the  improvement 
of  the  existing  sanitary  accommodation  at  these  schools  is  as 

follows:  - 

Eskdale  High  School, 

i'roposals  have  been  discussed  with  the  Managers,  and  a 
scheme  has  been  submitted  to  them  allowing  for  the  provision  of 
a  small  sewage  dispos*al  works,  together  with  new  drainage 
arrangements  and  a  piped  water  supply  to  the  school,  installation 
of  water  closets  in  the  existing  buildings  (3  for  females  and 
2  for  males,  including  urinal  accommodation),  and  the  provision 
of  washing  facilities  in  the  school  by  fitting  wash  hand  basins. 
Estimates  have  been  obtained  for  this  work,  and  the  scheme  has 
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since  received  the  approval  of  the  Managers  of  the  school, 
and  also  the  Education  Authority,  and  it  is  hoped  that  work  will 
be  commenced  in  the  very  near  future, 

Eskdale  Low  School • 


A  scheme  is  in  hand  for  similar  improvement  to  be  carried 
out  at  this  school. 


CAMPING  SITES. 


Brickfield,  Silecroft, 

Negotiations  are  in  hand  for  the  taking  over  of  this  site 
by  the  Lake  District  Planning  Board,  and  from  the  progress  which 
has  been  made  up  to  date,  it  is  anticipated  that  these  will  be 
completed  within  the  near  future.  This  site,  now  being  in  the 
National  Park,  will  no  doubt  be  altered  in  many  ways,  which 
might  also  have  repercussions  on  the  type  of  vehicle  which  may 
be  allowed  thereon,  A  more  detailed  report  will  be  forthcoming, 

Saltcoats,  Holmrook, 

I  have  no  complaints  of  irregularities  to  report  regarding 
this  site,  which  was  again  well  maintained  by  the  owners  and  the 
occupiers  of  its  many  caravans. 


In  conclusion  I  offer  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  various  committees  and  the  Council  for  their 
co-operation  in  the  matters  placed  before  them,  I  also  wish 
to  express  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  my  Department  whose 
assistance  throughout  the  year  is  appreciated. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  HANKEY , 

Surveyor  &  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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